5th May 2022

From The Principal’s Desk
Yesterday, our local FM radio station had a segment about NAPLAN which I thought quite unusual as they normally devote their time to
talking about inane topics like terrible engagement presents, strange names for pets or the worst smelling fruit.
To examine how competent a parent would be sitting the NAPLAN test, an organisiation, Cluey Learning ran a mock exam on its
website, challenging parents to complete 10 questions from past Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 NAPLAN papers designed for students aged 8-15.
Close to 4,000 parents tried their luck at these questions resulting in just under 4% of them achieving a 10/10 score, and an average
score of 6.5/10.
One of the challenging questions asked parents to determine the probability of a six-sided dice landing with a number which is a factor
of 6 on the top face if rolled once.
You have to think hard. The radio announcer had no idea what a factor was.
Obviously, the event on the lips of the media, teachers, parents/carers with children in Years 3 and 5 and the children themselves is
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy). I even had one of our Year 2 children on Wednesday ask did I think
the kids would go well at their NAPLAN tests.
Next week, our Year Three and Five children will sit the NAPLAN tests, online with the writing task on paper.
These exams will in a limited nature test their knowledge of language conventions which are spelling, grammar and punctuation, their
reading comprehension, their ability to write given a set topic and their understanding of mathematical concepts.
I have been quite impressed and proud of the manner in which all our children and our teachers have been preparing for and
approaching these tests as they can be a ‘little stressful’.
The results of these tests will be forthcoming most probably mid Third Term. These results will be used by our teachers this year and
next to assist children in areas of need and a copy of these will be placed in your child's folio at school for future reference.
This is only one type of testing in a broad cross section of assessment that is conducted at school.
The national test results represent a snapshot of a child’s achievement at a particular point in time. They are but one form of
assessment used to measure students’ development and should be considered in relation to other aspects of school assessment.
Sacred Heart will continue to monitor the results of these tests and use this information to plan for improvement in our children’s
learning.
Further information about the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is available on the following website:
www.naplan.edu.au
Our school mission statement states:
We at Sacred Heart:
Keep Jesus in our hearts
Have a love of learning
Respect and care for each other
Celebrate our gifts and
Connect with our environment.

Obviously the NAPLAN testing is only one part of the make-up of any school.
As seen in our mission statement, schools are multifaceted communities and Sacred Heart, Yeppoon prides itself in not only striving for
high academic standards but also being a place where children can develop meaningful relationships, nurture their faith, be given
opportunities to be involved in musical, cultural and sporting pursuits and overall have fun and feel safe. I thank you for your support in
this regard.
Answer to the question is two thirds. (1, 2, 3 and 6 are factors and there are 6 numbers on the dice.)
Take care

Max Martin

Mother’s Day
This Sunday, Mother’s Day is celebrated, a day used by children, husbands and partners to honour mothers and grandmothers for all
that they do in raising children and for us.
The day itself has several origins; some historians claim that Mother's Day originates from ancient spring festivals dedicated to
maternal goddesses, while a more modern version of Mother's Day began in the 1600s in England and was known as Mothering
Sunday. In the United States, Mother's Day was first suggested in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe.
But it was a woman who was never a mother herself who led the campaign for national recognition of Mother's Day. Anna Jarvis held a
ceremony in 1907 in Grafton, West Virginia, to honour her mother, who had died two years earlier. Jarvis' mother had tried to establish
Mother's Friendship Days as a way of dealing with the aftermath of the Civil War. Anna Jarvis began a campaign to create a national
holiday honouring mothers. In 1910, West Virginia became the first state to recognise the new holiday, and the nation followed in 1914
when President Wilson declared the second Sunday in May to be Mother's Day.
Today, Mother’s Day is celebrated in the United Kingdom, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Turkey, Australia, Mexico, Canada, China, Japan
and Belgium. Each family I’m sure would have their own Mother’s Day traditions and ways of spoiling their mother such as breakfast in
bed, flowers, gifts, ‘having the day off’.
During our class religion lessons this week, many would be spoken about Jesus’ mother, Mary and her amazing influence on the Son
of God and the patience, anguish, determination, commitment and enduring love she showed during her life. A wonderful example in
history of motherhood.
Some staff and children were asked why mothers are so special. Here are their responses:
She has taught me how to make good toast. Benji
She was very enthusiastic about fishing and even caught a marlin. She gave the best hugs. Daley and Keira
Her resilience and cake making abilities are special. Mrs Todman
She makes the best dinners every day. Jett
She loves my sisters and I no matter what. Indigo
She takes me to the Causeway and we play on the playground. Boyd
She gives me the biggest hugs and kisses. Alexis
She takes care of me and drives me to footy training and home. Archie
She takes me to the Lagoon every weekend. She watches me very carefully. Havana
She lets me play with my friends after school. She cooks a great lasagne. Alana
My mum cooks the best hash browns and she gives me the best cuddles. Miles
My mum makes the most amazing cupcakes and she also plays cards with me and my sister. Chelsea
My mum spends time with me and takes me to my friend’s place. Noah
She spoils me by giving me lots of surprises. Amahni
My mum likes to take me out to restaurants and it is really good. Bentley
Mum tucks me into bed and cooks the best roast vegetables. Eden
My mum is special because she always puts her family before herself. (5 children and 22 grandchildren.) Mrs Murphy
My mum is very talented and she is especially good at organising camping trips. Rydder
Happy Mother’s Day to all our mums. Take care and God bless.

From Our APC
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually. Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and
illustrator, is read to students all around the country.
This event aims to:

●
●
●
●
●

promote the value of reading and literacy,
promote the value and fun of books,
promote an Australian writer and publisher,
promote storytime activities in libraries and communities around the country,
and provide opportunities to involve parents, carers, grandparents, the media and others to participate in and enjoy the
occasion.

This year’s book ‘Family Tree’, written by Josh Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh, is a heartfelt celebration of family, community
and the seasons of life.

Reading is an extremely important component of a child’s learning journey. Research has found that reading storybooks to children is
one of the most important activities for developing the knowledge required for eventual success in reading.
‘Reading to Young Children: A Head-Start in Life’, a study from the University of Melbourne, shares the following:
●
●
●

●

Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a significant positive effect on their reading skills and cognitive skills (language
and literacy, numeracy and cognition) later in life.
Reading to children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or less) has the same effect on the child’s reading skills at age 4-5 as
being six months older.
Reading to them 6-7 days per week has the same effect as being almost 12 months older. Children read to more frequently at
age 4-5 achieve higher scores on the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for both
Reading and Numeracy in Year 3 (age 8 to 9).
These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the child’s family background or home environment but are
the direct result of how frequently they have been read to prior to starting school.

For ideas on reading with your child, click the attached link: Reading Link
Have a wonderful week.

Mrs Lisa List

Sacramental Program - Confirmation and Eucharist
Our upcoming parish Sacramental program for Confirmation and First Eucharist sessions are listed below.
Confirmation
-

Sunday 15th May Enrolment and registration 3:30pm with mass following.
Sunday 22nd May 5pm Mass
Sunday 29th May 5pm Mass

-

Sunday 5th June Enrolment and registration 3:30pm with mass following.
Sunday 19th June 5pm Mass
Sunday 17th July 5pm Mass

Eucharist

Receiving the sacrament of Confirmation - Friday 22nd July, 6:30pm. Receiving the sacrament of Eucharist- Weekend of 23rd/24th
July.
If you have any queries, please contact Melissa Collins or the parish office.

Important Dates Term Two
May
Friday 6th - Mother’s Day assembly 8.40am with Year 4H presenting.
Sunday 8th - Mother’s Day
Monday 9th - Footsteps dance sessions for all year levels commence and continue all week
Tuesday 10th - NAPLAN testing commences for our Year 3s and 5s.

Friday 13th - Footsteps dance concert held during the afternoon session.
Thursday 19th - Interschool Chess competition at Emmaus College, Rockhampton.
Friday 20th - Year 2H presenting whole school assembly 8.40am.
Wednesday 25th - National Simultaneous Story Day 11am
Thursday 26th - National Sorry Day
Friday 27th - Interschool netball and rugby league gala day. All Year 5 and 6 children participating.
June
Friday 3rd - Year 3A presenting whole school assembly at 8.40am.
Friday 3rd - AFL gala day.
Thursday 9th - Year 4 to 6 athletics carnival at Sacred Heart.
Monday 13th to Thursday 16th - Year 4 camp to the Caves.
Tuesday 21st - Semester 1 children’s report cards available at 4pm through parent lounge.
Thursday 23rd - Sacred Heart Day. Mass at 9.15am.
Friday 24th - Final day of Term 2.
Friday 24th - Netball and rugby league gala day grand finals at Barmaryee sports fields.

Mother’s Day Whole School Assembly
This special assembly will be held tomorrow Friday 6th May from 8.40am in our multi-purpose area.
Year 4H will be presenting and all our mums are invited to attend.
Following assembly, there will be a morning tea provided at school. Everyone is invited to come along to this.

School Fees
Term 2 school fees have been emailed to families today.
To arrange payment or discuss payment plan options please contact Mrs Stacey Todman in the office. Thank you

Queensland Health - Dental Service
The Queensland Health dental van will be stationed at Sacred Heart for our families during June and July. (Dates to be advised.)
If you wish for your child to access this service, medical and consent forms are available from our office or they can be downloaded
using this QR code.

If you experience difficulty scanning the QR code with your phone, the link below can be used:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=CLBlC9eVvEq6_D_8IMA5wKczHZNfMUxAgHoMz32GRDRUOFdYSldKTEFP
UzFUMUY5N04xRlVHN05WVS4u or you can call 4920 6372 or email cqhhscaohs@health.qld.gov.au

Enhancing Catholic Schools Identity Survey
One of the most important things about being a Catholic School in the 21st century is knowing who we are and what purpose we serve.
We need to have a clear understanding of our role.
To assist with this and as an important part of our School Improvement Process, we will shortly participate in a Catholic Identity survey
which is conducted by Leuven University in Belgium.
The research project is aimed at assisting us with understanding how our Catholic identity is expressed in work and practice as well as
supporting plans to further enhance this in the future.

All staff and children in Years 5 and 6 will participate in the survey.
We wish to give parents and carers a voice by inviting and encouraging you to take part in the survey, which will be conducted online
and is not identifiable.
To complete this survey go to: https://www.ecsi.site/au/user/
The password for access is Ghj654 and your school entry code is Ps2pDj
Thank you for your support with this survey.

Footsteps Dance Lessons
Next week, the Footsteps dance company will be visiting Sacred Heart.
Each day (Monday to Friday), our children will be having a forty minute dance lesson with the Footsteps instructor, culminating with a
concert on Friday in our multi-purpose area.
Over the week, our children in their year level groups will learn several dances.
Feel welcome to come along to this concert which will be held from 1.45pm Friday 13th May.

No Year Level Assemblies Next Week
There will be no year level assemblies next week as our classes have dance lessons starting at 8.50am each day in our mulit-purpose
area. Thank you.

Library News
Scholastic Book Club is now open for Issue 3 2022.
Orders can be placed via the Parent LOOP from now until tomorrow 6th May.
All books etc will be delivered to our library and distributed to the children’s classrooms.
Thank you for your support. Mrs O’Brien and Mrs Wilzcek.

Tuckshop Week 4
Our tuckshop will reopen next week on the following days:
Wednesday for Prep, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3.
Friday for Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6.
There will be a meal deal offered on both these days at first break.
Option 1 - Hotdog with sauce and with or without cheese, a muffin and a popper.
Option 2 - Spaghetti bolognaise, a muffin and a popper.
Option 3 - Meat pie with sauce, a muffin and a popper.
Option 4 - Sausage roll with sauce, a muffin and a opper.
The cost is $7 per meal deal.
At second break, the following will be on sale: Ice creams for $2. Frozen yoghurt tub and Cyclones for $2.50. Muffins for $2.
All ordering is done through the Flexi Schools app.

MJR Awards Week 3
James Whiting from Year 2 for thinking of others and always showing kindness.
Kirby Kenny, Bertie Harvey, Josie Prince, Amira Mitchell and Sage Nielsen from Year 4 for displaying great initiative and empathy in
organsing the book sale for St Vincent De Paul.
Boyd Trevor, Lachlan Robertson, Finn Fleming, Van Richter, Mason Schmidt, Jaxon Condon, Stella Small, Aariah Thomas, Elizabeth
Crick, Skylah Hulme, Annabelle McDougall and Scarlett Seamark from Prep for showing great determination and skill during PE

lessons and being good examples for others.
Jacob Flanders from Year 2 for being a wonderful friend and looking after others at lunch times. Thank you.
Jessie Thomas from Year 2 for always sharing your beautiful manners and friendliness with others.
Indianna Solis and Eden Prince from Year 1 for thinking of others before yourself and showing great sharing abilities.

Student Awards

Prep

Aariah Thomas, Schuyler Joyce-Lee Hornagold, Hartley Lambropoulos, Karla Kehoe, Matilda Flower,
Scarlett Seamark, Boston Richardson, Mikayla Palmer, Zayd Cherry , Eva Watson, Jett Spears

Year 1

Milo Hatte, Alex Smithers, Summer McCoombes, Star Mayer, Kai Schwennesen, Mikey Martin

Year 2

Emersyn Bacon, Kayden Griffin, Noah Hartley, Molly Shepherd

Year 3

Willem Shackleton, Flynn McKenna, Preston Williams, Lucky Warrick

Year 4

Paige Kinsey, Charlie Busch, Oscar Gleeson, Evie Moore, Hanna Cross, Ollie Palairet, Eli Parfitt
Archie McPherson, Kirby Kenny

Year 5

Dayna Cook

Year 6

Isabella Rose Owen, Latia Vissenga, Jett Parfitt

Year 5 and 6 Writing

Year 4 Book Stall
This week, several Year 4 girls took it upon themselves to organise a book stall to raise funds for our local St Vincent De Paul. Thank
you to everyone who supported this event as over $80 was raised.
The book stall will be selling books again tomorrow, Friday for either 50 cents or $1. Thank you for your support.

Outside School Achievements
Congratulations to Sebastien from Year 6, for winning the Division 2 Q’ld Country Cup teams event
for tennis, last weekend.

Transport Assistance Scheme

www.SchoolTransport.com.au

Community News

Link

