23rd April 2021
From The Principal’s Desk
General David Hurley, current Governor-General of Australia, said during a speech in 2014
“ANZAC Day has become universal within Australia no matter what your cultural heritage because it is a day to remember
the strength of the human spirit.” Hurley also said that, “ANZAC Day was not just a day about heroes and heroic deeds
but a time to appreciate those without a chest of medals, ordinary Australians who did their job when a job needed doing.”
This resonated strongly with me and reminded me of the times I visited the War Memorial in Canberra with student
leaders. As we stood in front of the roll of honour which lists all the Australian men and women killed overseas in war, we
noticed that only their names were listed and no ranks, medals or honours were displayed. The guide explained that this
was a deliberate decision, as all of the fallen, no matter what act of bravery they may have performed or what rank or
leadership position that they may have held, all had paid the ultimate sacrifice; all were equal in death and all were
Australians who had served their country.
I often wondered as I stood in front of the names of those who have died if I had been sitting in a boat on a cold, wet
morning in 1915, facing perilous seas and about to land on an inhospitable beach and run directly into enemy fire if I
would have had the courage to make the ultimate sacrifice. At that moment, I am always humbled by the courage of our
past diggers.
The War Memorial is home to hundreds of stories. I would like to share with you a story that I find particularly inspirational
and think exemplifies many of the qualities of the ANZAC legend. It also highlights the importance of keeping these
stories alive. It is a story that happened not at Gallipoli and is not a story of a soldier. It is the story of Vivian Bullwinkle, a
nurse who served in the Second World War.
Vivian was one of the hundreds of Europeans evacuated at the last minute as Singapore fell to the Japanese. Her ship
was bombed and sunk by enemy fire and she and her fellow survivors were stranded on the shores of Bangka Island near
Sumatra in Indonesia.
The survivors, men and women attempted to surrender and were ignored. The soldiers were killed and the women, all
nurses, were marched into the water and shot. Vivian herself was badly wounded in the leg but she survived in the water
pretending to be dead. She was determined at that moment to survive so that she could tell the world the story of what
had happened so that the men and women around her had not died in vain and that their families would learn of their fate.
Still bleeding badly, she hid in the jungle for 13 days hiding from the Japanese who were searching the area looking for
survivors. Eventually starvation forced her to surrender and she was captured and spent the next 3 and a half years in a
prison of war camp in appalling conditions. She was in extreme danger of discovery, during this time, as the search for
survivors from the terrible incident continued. In her memoirs, Vivian recalls how it was her need to tell the story and see
that justice was done for the victims that kept her spirits strong during the toughest of times.
After the war, Vivian returned to Australia and continued her career as a nurse. She became the matron of the Fairfield
Hospital, the President of the Royal College of Nursing and was a primary force in ensuring that nursing became a
University qualification in Australia. More importantly for Vivian, she finally got to tell her story and gave evidence at the
War Crimes Tribunal about the treatment of survivors. She was instrumental in ensuring that the families of those who
died around her were told what had happened to their loved ones.
Seen across the world not just as a courageous survivor of war but an inspirational leader and unique and influential
woman, Vivian also highlights for me the importance of knowing and learning from our history. And while I do believe the
past does not define us, it certainly is the best place to start in discovering who we are as a nation, what we believe in and
what we stand for. Our past is the context in which to shape our future.

I’m sure you will pause sometime this weekend to consider our ANZACs, reflect on the sacrifice of others and remember
that you too have a responsibility, like Vivian, to continue telling the story to our children. We need to recognise courage
and to ensure the true horrors of war will never be forgotten.
Take care

Max Martin

From The APRE
Nano Nagle was once voted Ireland's greatest ever woman. She is often considered as the most influential person in
education.
Nano Nagle was the founder of the Presentation sisters. Her first school was established in 1752. It was a mud cabin in
Cove Lane, Cork. What makes her story more impressive was that this young lady, who lived during a male dominated
time, did so in defiance of the authorities.
A network of schools were built. The Presentation order that she founded has since spread worldwide, including our
school.
Born Honora Nagle, the eldest of seven children, she had every opportunity to live an entitled life with her family being
extremely wealthy. In the eighteenth century, the education of Catholics was severely restricted under the penal laws
which made her an unlikely fighter of the oppressed.
Nano Nagle attended a hedge school close to her home at Ballygriffin before her parents sent her to France for the rest of
her education. She had a hectic, glamorous social life in Paris. It was after one such occasion that she was taken aback
when she noticed a group of homeless people, huddled in a church doorway. So began her work amongst the poor.
Whilst her brother was concerned at the risk of her imprisonment under penal law, Nano rented a mud cabin in Cove Lane
for a schoolhouse where 30 poor girls from the area were her pupils. Educating the children during the day put Nano at
great risk, yet she visited and nursed the sick by night. Nano soon became known as the "Lady with the Lantern''. The
lantern has since become the symbol of the Sisters of the Presentation.
We are ever thankful to this day for the tireless work of Nano Nagle, especially here at Sacred Heart where we continue
to be inspired by the legacy that has been handed down to us.
Thank you Lord for the guiding principles inspired by Nano. May we continue to aspire to the virtues of the Presentation
Sisters and endeavour to give practical expression to these in our own daily lives. We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen
Have a great weekend

Melissa Collins

From The APC
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA).
Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read to students all around the
country.
This yearly event aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores
age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.
National Simultaneous Storytime aims to:
●
●
●
●

promote the value of reading and literacy,
promote the value and fun of books,
promote storytime activities in libraries and communities around the country,
and provide opportunities to involve parents, carers and others to participate in and enjoy the occasion.

This year, astronaut, Dr Shannon Walker will read the book ‘Give Me Some Space!’ by Philip Bunting from the
International Space Station.

Research has found that reading storybooks to children is one of the most important activities for developing the
knowledge required for eventual success in reading.
Reading to Young Children: A Head-Start in Life’, a study from the University of Melbourne, shares the following:
●
●
●
●

Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a significant positive effect on their reading skills and cognitive skills
later in life.
Reading to children 3-5 times per week has the same effect on the child’s reading skills at age 4-5 as being six
months older.
Reading to them 6-7 times per week has the same effect as being almost 12 months older.
These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the child’s family background or home
environment but are the direct result of how frequently they have been read to prior to starting school.

For ideas on reading with your child, click the attached link: Reading Link
Have a wonderful Anzac Day weekend, hopefully reading a storybook with your child.

Mrs Lisa List.

Reflection
Each week, we provide links to Sr Kym’s reflection. We hope this provides some spiritual guidance.
Link to: Sr Kym’s reflection
Important Dates For Term Two
April
Friday 23rd - ANZAC Day assembly 8.40am in our multi-purpose area. Families are invited.
Friday 23rd - KCD cross country trials at Barmaryee Sports Grounds
Sunday 25th - ANZAC Day. Town march commences at 9am. Meeting at 8.30am at the Old Railway Station opposite the
Railway Hotel.
Monday 26th - ANZAC Day public holiday
Wednesday 28th - Year 5 and 6 Mathematics Teams’ Challenge at Glenmore SHS 9am
May
Monday 3rd - Labour Day public holiday
Thursday 6th - Rockhampton District cross country trials at Rockhampton Touch football fields.
Friday 7th - Mother’s Day assembly followed by morning tea.
Sunday 9th - Mothers’ Day
Sacramental News
Children who are currently in Year 4 or above, who have been baptised and received Reconciliation, are able to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist. they will receive an information letter and an enrolment form this week.
This is to be brought along to the information session.
The children are to attend the following sessions for Confirmation:
● Sunday 16th May - Parent and child information session at Sacred Heart Church. Registration at 3:15pm followed
by 5pm mass. Candidates bring their flames forward at mass.
● Sunday 23rd May - 5pm mass.
● Sunday 30th May - 5pm mass. Candidates will receive and present the Creed at mass.
Well Done
Congratulations to Kerry and Samuel McCoombes on the safe arrival of your new baby. Well done.

New Teacher Assistant
We welcome Mrs Tanya Gossling to Sacred Heart as a teacher assistant.
Mrs Gossling is working closely with our Prep to Year 3 children.
Welcome To New Families
To Reji in Year 2 and Connor Year 3, Megan and Brodie.
To Hunter in Year 1 and Ruth Oram.
We welcome them into our school family and wish them all the very best.
Town ANZAC Day March
This Sunday, we are all asked to take part in the ANZAC march which commences at 9am, leaving from the old railway
station across from the Railway Hotel and making our way to the Cenotaph near the police station.
We will assemble at 8.30am and children marching are asked to be in their normal school uniforms with their school hats.
I encourage as many of our families to make it along on this very, important occasion commemorating a defining event in
our brief history.
Water bottles are encouraged. Families are then asked to collect their children after the ceremony from our tent area.
Students of the Week 1

Year 5

Indigo Hart, Jet Ryan

Year 6

Isla Shackleton, Heidi Smith, Zachary Sloper, Hannah Wallis

MJR Awards
Hugo McPherson Year 1 for being a good friend this week and looking after others.
Jax Barlow Year 1 for being a great friend and for being so helpful at PE.
Skylar Rapmund Year 1 for your wonderful good mornings and cheerfulness shown towards others.
Taj Rich Year 2 for always displaying wonderful manners. Thank you.
Jack Rohl Year 2 for playing so well with others and always including everyone in your games.
Alexander Rendell Year 2 for your wonderful manners and the caring attitude you show at school.
Taia Dooley Year 2 for always looking out for others and making sure they are okay. Thank you.
Amira Mitchell Year 3 for being a good friend and including others in your games.
Elizabeth Nye Year 4 for displaying great determination and effort when training for cross country.
Vienna Jackson Year 4 for being a real leader at After School Hours Care. Thank you.
Brooke McQuillan Year 5 for sharing your positive attitude at school and for displaying great getting along skills.
Noah Budic Year 6 for displaying good leadership skills this week.
Mackenzie Blackwood Year 6 for sharing your cheerful and positive attitude at school.
Georgie Hay Year 6 for taking on extra responsibilities with enthusiasm.

Samuel Stanley-Hunt Year 6 for the determination, concentration and skill you displayed at PE this week. Thank you.
Tuckshop
Tuckshop will recommence next week for all Year levels.
Prep to Year 2 on a Wednesday and Year 3 to 6 on a Friday.
Order online via our Flexischools app. Click on the link below for our Term 2 menu.
Term 2 Menu
Instrumental Lessons
Next term, we welcome Mrs Aleta Ballment to Sacred Heart.
Aleta will be teaching brass, woodwind and piano. If you are interested in your child learning any of these instruments,
see below link or contact Mrs Murphy or Mrs Todman in our office for information and enrolment details. Thank you.
Music link
Parent / Teacher Term 2 Interviews
An important part of our assessment process at Sacred Heart is a parent-teacher interview.
Our first parent teacher interviews will be held during weeks four and five of Term Two. (Monday 10th May – Friday 21st
May). Having interviews in early Term Two, offers parents and teachers an opportunity to discuss their children’s progress
at school before report cards are sent home in the final week of Term Two.
It is important that all our families arrange a time for a formal interview with their child/children’s teacher/s.
Bookings for these interviews are open from Wednesday 21st April at 3pm.
These bookings will close to parents/carers on Wednesday 28th April at 5pm.
Access for bookings is available during those dates via https://206shy.rok.catholic.edu.au/parentlounge
Available interview times will be particular to each classroom teacher.
New parents will be sent an access username and password and continuing parents will have the same one as last year.
If you have forgotten either of these, please contact Mrs Melinda Murphy at the school office; 49 948215.
Available times for individual teachers will appear when you log in to the booking site. Only one time slot is to be selected
per child. If you wish to have a longer interview time please see your child’s class teacher and arrange this at a time
suitable to you both.
Some teachers may have made individual arrangements outside of the times above. These arrangements will be emailed
to you from your child’s classroom teacher.
If you have any questions regarding the interviews please contact our school office..
Thank you
NAPLAN Information
On Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th, Thursday 13th, Friday 14th May, all students in Years 3 and 5 will sit the annual
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests.
Students need to be at school at 8:40am on these mornings. NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four domains of Reading,
Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.
As you are aware, our students will be undertaking the NAPLAN assessment online. NAPLAN online brings many
advantages, including a design that offers test items tailored to students’ knowledge and ability. Parents and carers of
students in these NAPLAN year levels will need to be aware of important information relating to privacy, which can be
found on the NAPLAN Online Queensland website: (https://naplanonline.qld.edu.au/getting-ready/parent-information).

NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how individual students are progressing in numeracy and literacy
skills against national standards for all Australian children.
The National testing program has been mandated by government bodies and therefore all children in Years 3 and 5
should be in attendance. It is therefore imperative that any extracurricular events are not timetabled for these days.
Thank you.
Footsteps Dance Lessons
During week 4 of this term, the Footsteps dance company will be visiting Sacred Heart.
Each day (Monday to Friday), our children will be having a forty minute dance lesson with the Footsteps instructor,
culminating with a concert on Friday in our multi-purpose area.
Over the week, our children in their year level groups will learn several dances.
Feel welcome to come along to this concert. Families will be made aware of the time for this, next week.
Interschool Mathematics Challenge
Sacred Heart School is participating in the 7th Annual Maths Teams’ Challenge for children in Years 5 and 6.
It will be held next Wednesday 28th April 2021 at the Glenmore State High School Mike Maher Sports Centre commencing
at 9am until 11pm.
We will be having two Year 5 and two Year 6 teams involved. We wish our teams all the very best.
KCD Cross Country Trials
The KCD cross country trials are being held tomorrow at the Barmaryee Sports Complex.
The following children will be representing our school at these trials: Joseph Kingston, Thomas Murray, Ashton Finch, Leo
Kirby, Nate Bunt, Thomas Sweeney, Jesse Ramm, Brydi Young, Ruby Smith, Layla Carswell, Libby Nye, Lucas McLean,
Zeke Dendle, Jet Ryan, Sampson Murphy, Sonny Eyles, Cliodhna O’Reilly, Poppy Oram, Sienna Hawkes, Clover
Shammall, Cooper Sweeney, Logan Young, Aryriana Pianta, Gabbie Gillies and Mikuni Park.
We wish them all the very best.
Mrs Goltz, Mrs List, Mrs Murphy, Mrs Spyve and Mr O’Brien will be attending with our runners.
Sacred Heart School Rugby League Training
All children in Years 4, 5 and 6, interested in training for Sacred Heart in preparation for school rugby league which is
being held in Term 2 and 3, our next session will be held at Sacred Heart School from 9am - 10am Monday 26th April.
Challenge Cup for both netball and rugby league is definitely going ahead this year from Wednesday 14th to Friday 16th
July. More details regarding this event in the coming weeks.
Year Level Assemblies
Our whole school assemblies will be held from 8.40am each Friday.
Tomorrow, Friday 23rd April will be our ANZAC Day assembly led by 4E.
Year level assemblies will recommence, starting next week.
Prep - 2
Wednesday at 2.40pm (weeks 2, 3 and 4) and then will be on a Monday 8.40am.
Year 3 - 4
Thursday 8.40am
Year 5 - 6
Wednesday 8.40am
Parents and carers are most welcome to attend these assemblies, signing in, sanitising and social distancing

P. and F. News
Our P and F are selling shirts for $40 each. These can be ordered through our office. Thank you.
Works At Our School
Our the Easter holidays, the following works were completed at our
school:
The painting of our library, the installation of three new flag poles, the
removal of several gardens and the turfing of these areas.
Many thanks to our groundsman, Mr Gavin Bennett for coordinating these
works.

Community News

To register click on link: https://www.cvent.com/c/express/51f10f92-461d-4e23-b528-0a7f2747a4dd

