28th January 2021

From The Principal’s Desk

‘Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to see the whole staircase. Just take the first step’ (Dr Martin Luther
King, Jnr).
It has been an ‘extremely sad’ start to the year.
Already, many of you will have heard of a number of tragedies around our town. As a Christian community, we
grieve with and walk beside St Ursula’s and St Brendan’s, and our own finance secretary, Stacey Todman, on
the tragic loss of her brother, Gary.
Whether we have known for a long time or there is a suddenness to it, the passing of someone close to us is a
life-defining event. The date will forever be etched in the calendar; our life journey marked by our time with
them and time without them.
In grief, it is one day, one hour, one step at a time. As friends and community, it is often difficult to know what
to say or do. A listening ear, a hot broccoli chicken and a quiet prayer are my ‘go to’ strategies to support
others in surviving the next step; not focussing on the end to the staircase but just being there.
I know you join with me in keeping the families of Peter Bartlett, Rhys Yore and Gary Bird in our prayers.
Welcome to the Year
Last week, we had the usual time to gather as a staff on our student free days.Our teachers dived in boots and
all to ensure the planning and professional learning for the year are on track to make 2021 another great year
at Sacred Heart.
As part of my address to staff, I reiterated how proud I was of their tremendous resilience and rapid learning of
new technologies last year, during the Covid lockdown. Your children are in safe hands, as we begin a fresh
year with a re-energised and positive group of professionals focussed on learning.
On another note, I’d wish to welcome Mrs Deborah Ryan to the Catholic school communities of the Capricorn
Coast. Fr Matthew Moloney, Rob Corboy, Julie McLaughlin and myself have a wonderful collegial relationship.
It will be a privilege to work with Deborah as she takes on the reins at St Ursula’s College.
All the very best everyone for the year ahead. We look forward to working closely and collaboratively with all
our families.
Take care

Max Martin

Important Dates This Term
February
Tuesday 2nd - Year 4 to 6 swimming lessons commence.
Tuesday 2nd - Year 6 school captain speeches at St Brendan’s College. Year 5 and 6 children involved.
Wednesday 3rd - Year 6 house captain speeches at school from 9.15am.
Friday 5th - Opening school mass 9am in our multi-purpose area.
Thursday 11th - St Ursula’s opening College mass.
Friday 12th - St Brendan’s opening College mass.
Tuesday 16th - Shrove Tuesday. Pancake breakfast 7.45am in our multi-purpose area.
Wednesday 17th - Ash Wednesday.
Friday 19th - Pupil free day (Bishop’s Inservice Day).
March
Monday 8th - International Women’s Day.
Thursday 11th - Year 6 Discovery days at St Ursula’s and St Brendan’s Colleges.
Wednesday 17th - St Patrick’s Day.
Friday 19th - Year 4 to 6 swimming carnival at Cooee Bay pool.
April
Thursday 1st - Final day of Term 1.
Friday 2nd - Good Friday
Sunday 4th - Easter Sunday

Opening School Mass
On Friday, 5th February at 9am, we will be celebrating our opening school mass with Father Matthew in our multi-purpose
area.
All children from Prep to Year 6 will be attending. Our Year 6M children are preparing mass.
All children will receive an ice-block during the day as well.
No families are able to attend this mass.

2021 Sacramental Program Dates
Sacramental enrolment mass - February 21st Registration 4:15pm
Reconciliation information session - Sunday 28th February Registration 3:30pm
Reconciliation enrolment mass - Sunday 28th February 5pm
2020 Reconciliation candidates to attend Reconciliation from 4pm Sunday February 21st
2021 Reconciliation candidates to attend Reconciliation from 8am - 8:30am or 4:15pm - 4:45pm Sunday March 7th to be
completed by Easter.
Confirmation information session - Sunday 16th May Registration 3:30pm
Confirmation enrolment mass - Sunday 16th May 5pm
Eucharist information session - Sunday 25th July Registration 3:30pm
Eucharist enrolment mass - Sunday 25th July 5pm
Ceremonies
Confirmation Year 4 Thursday 12th August 6pm
Confirmation Year 5 Friday 13th August 6pm
Eucharist Saturday 14th August 5pm
If you have any queries, contact our APRE, Mrs Melissa Collins, at school.

Absentee Phone Number
Our absentee phone number is 49 948216. Please phone this number if your child is away from school.

Administration of Medication
Parents/carers requesting that children receive medication at school need to complete the form available from our office.
All medication needs to have a doctor’s or chemist’s label attached. All medication is administered by our office staff, who
all hold current First Aid Certificates. Teachers will not administer medication unless on a camp or excursion. Thank you.

Nut Free School
Families are asked not to pack any nut products as part of children’s lunches for school. Our
tuckshop and Outside School Hours Care are also nut free. A number of children enrolled at
our school are highly allergic to nuts.Thank you for your support in this regard.

New Teachers to Sacred Heart
We welcome the following teachers to our school and wish them all the best.
Mrs Natalie Kingston who is teaching Prep K.
Mrs Karen Sloper, teaching Year 3S.
Mrs Naomi Wigginton, teaching Year 3W.
Mrs Eyrca Rawiri, teaching Year 6KR, every Thursday and Friday.

COVID Update
COVID restrictions have not changed since last year in all Catholic schools across our diocese.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

We are very happy for parents/carers to accompany their children to their classrooms.
Having settled in, all children from Years 1 to 6 are then to make their way to our multi-purpose area where they
will be supervised before the first bell at 8.35am.
Our new preps will stay in the prep area.
Parents/carers are to social distance at all times and are asked to leave school when their children come to our
multi-purpose area.
In the afternoons, Prep and Year 1 parents/carers can collect their children from their classrooms at 3pm.
Our Year 2 to 6 children will be seated in our multi-purpose area to be collected at 3pm.
Those children catching the early bus will leave their classrooms at 2.52pm.

Thank you for your support in adhering to these procedures.
Our children will continue to sanitise their hands on leaving and entering their classrooms at the three breaks.
Thank you for your continuing support, in making Sacred Heart a COVID-19 safe school.

Times for our School Day
School session times have changed for 2021 and are as follows:
8.40am
10am
10.40am
11.20am
1.20pm
1.40pm
1.45pm
3pm

School day commences. First session.
Brain break
First break (Eating first and then playing.)
Second session starts.
Second break
Third session starts.
Meditation
School concludes

Children are asked to be at school in sufficient time to either attend the whole school assembly or to begin class. Children
are asked not to be at school before 8am as supervision cannot be guaranteed.
Families are asked to pack a healthy snack for their child which is had during ‘Brain Break’ at approximately 10 am each
day.
School concludes at 3pm each day. Children are supervised until 3.30pm in our multi purpose area.
We request that parents/carers notify the school if they will be late in collecting their children. Thank you.

House and School Captains
Speeches for our Year 6 school and house captains will be held next week. All Year 5s and 6s will be involved.
The boys’ and girls’ school captain speeches will be made on Tuesday 2nd February from 9.30am at St Brendan’s
College auditorium. All our children will be bussed to and from this venue.
Our girls will be speaking firstly, followed by our boys.
These will be livestreamed as families will be unable to attend.
The girls’ house captain speeches will be conducted on Wednesday 3rd February from 9.15am and the boys’ from
9.45am, both at school.
Our Year 6 elected school and house captains will be announced during week 3.
Parents and carers are most welcome to come along to the speeches at school on Wednesday. COVID protocols will be
adhered.
Tuckshop
Our tuckshop will commence again next week.
Thank you to our coordinator, Mrs Shellie Mortimer for being so well organised.
Our Year 1s and 2s tuckshop will be on Wednesday at first break.
Year 3 to 6 on Friday at first break.
Prep commence their tuckshop in Semester 2.
Year 1 and 2 (Wednesday)
Fresh ham, cheese, lettuce, mayo sandwich on either white, wholemeal or gluten free bread.
Nuggets and potato gems
Muffin and a fruit popper
Years 3 to 6 (Friday)
Ham or chicken salad (long) roll (white only) - meat, cheese, lettuce, carrot, tomato, mayo.
Gluten free sandwich available
Toasted pizza tortilla wrap - ham, cheese capsicum and salsa
Muffin and a popper
Cost is $7 and can be ordered online using the Flexischools app or via placing money and order in a paper bag and

placing in classroom tuckshop basket. Thank you.

Parent Information Sessions - Important Message
Information regarding these year level sessions will be forthcoming next week.
Due to COVID requirements in school, the presentation of these sessions may differ from previous years.
These provide families with the opportunity to see what will be happening in their children’s classrooms this year in
regards to curriculum, homework, teacher expectations etc. Thank you.

Swimming Lessons in Term One 2021
Swimming lessons for our Year 4 to Year 6 children commence next week for 6 weeks.
Our Year 4 to 6 swimming carnival will be held in week 8 on Friday 19th March.
All lessons will be held at the Cooee Bay pool with qualified instructors. Our children will be transported to and from the
pool by bus.
All classes will be swimming on a Tuesday and Thursday. Mr Martin or Mrs List will be attending with each class.
The cost per term for the lessons and transportation is $45 per child and this amount will be issued on your Term One
school fee account.
Children need to bring their swimwear, rashie, towel, spare underwear, goggles to school. They will change at school
before going to the pool.
If you have any queries about these lessons, contact Mr Martin at school. Thank you.
Tuesday 11.30am 6M. 12pm 6KR. 12.30pm 6G. Thursday 11.30am 5J and 5S. 12pm 5M. 12.30pm 4E. 1pm 4S.
2021 School Improvements
It was a busy time around our school over the holidays.
Following are some of our improvements/additions:
Prep play area was completed and looks amazing.
New classroom desks and chairs for our Year 6s.
Year 4S, 4E and 3A classrooms were painted.
New ViVi televisions in 5 classrooms.
New carpet in our library.
Several gardens have been turfed.

Prep Photos
Welcome to all our new preps and their families. They looked amazing on their first day and appeared to have settled in
quite quickly. Our new play area has been a ‘big hit’.

Congratulations - Australia Day Award Recipient
Well done to Owen Harris, one of our Year 1 children on receiving the 2021 Livingstone Shire Young Citizen of the Year
and Mayoral Awards.
Following is a transcript from this week’s Awards ceremony:
Owen is a six year old Wildlife Warrior who is extremely passionate about everything wildlife and conservation. Owen has
raised nearly $7,000 for the Wildlife Warriors organisation and was announced the Wildlife Warrior of the year by the Irwin
family in 2019 for all his efforts. In 2020, Owen contributed to the bushfire recovery efforts by building water stations for
wildlife affected by drought and the severe wildfires.
Owen is a member, volunteers and also fundraises for many environmental organisations such as Landcare, the Quoin
Island Turtle Rehabilitation Centre, the Marine Wildlife Stranding and Team Turtle CQ. He is the youngest ambassador
for Tangaroa Blue and Reefclean. Owen’s passion and dedication are fuelled by his need to protect wildlife from adverse
effects caused mostly by humans and his realisation that we are all part of the system and all have a responsibility to do
our part.

Vale Peter Bartlett
Peter Bartlett, a wonderful man and great advocate for Catholic and Indigenous education passed away this week.
Peter and his wife, Cara have two children, Emily and Caleb who
attended Sacred Heart, Yeppoon. Both being school captains. Caleb is
represented on one of the 100 year celebration silhouettes. (The one
on the side of our Prep K classroom.)
Peter was on our school board for many years and also served as its
chairman. He was integral part of the formulation of our first
Reconciliation Action Plan.
He often organised and supervised Indigenous children at Sacred
Heart during NAIDOC week and for other community occasions.
He will be greatly missed. Rest in peace, Peter.

