20th November 2020

From The Principal’s Desk

One of my pleasures is sitting down on a Sunday and reading the weekly article from journalist, Frances Whiting who is a
former teacher.
Last week’s offering was particularly relevant as she spoke about the life lessons learnt from the children she had taught.
“A little boy called Graham taught me the value of not overthinking things. He was about six and always for reasons I
never came to know, dressed head to toe in green. Worried that the other kids had started teasing him, making croaking
noises as he passed and calling him ‘Froggy’, I told him that they called him that because frogs were quick and clever
creatures, able to jump several metres and excellent at camouflage. “Oh”, he said, “I thought it was because I always
wore green.”
With this in mind, one of our wonderful teachers shared a similar story of a child’s insight.
“This term in Religion, the Year Ones have been exploring the meaning of Advent.
We have had many discussions about how Advent is a time of preparation and waiting for the birth of the baby, Jesus at
Christmas. The children could tell me all of the facts including the colours of the candles and how long Advent lasts. I was
pretty sure they had told me everything there was to know about this special season in our Church.
I then shared with the class that my daughter is having a baby in two weeks time, and how, in my family we are also
waiting and busily preparing for their arrival. We know that the baby is a little boy, so we are excited to be purchasing lots
of blue themed necessities.
After sharing my exciting news with the class, I sent them back to their desks to complete an activity that demonstrated
their understanding of the meaning of Advent. I wasn’t expecting to hear what I heard next.
Jordyn comes up to me quietly and says, ‘Mrs Ross, you don’t have to worry about buying things for your new baby. All
you have to do is prepare the love in your heart.’
I was speechless. I will carry that message with me as I prepare to meet my new grandson. Little children never stop
amazing me.”
We can learn much from our children. Their honesty, sincerity, compassion and simplistic outlook on life is refreshing and
often enlightening in a world which is over complicated, driven by materialism and self centredness.
Jesus famously once said, “Let the little children come to me. Do not stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these.”
As our school year draws to a close, may we all find the child in each of us and enjoy whatever relationships, events,
activities and challenges we will encounter in the coming weeks.
Take care

Max Martin

From Our APRE
Over 300 years ago, a young lady who changed the lives of many entered this world. Nano Nagle was born to a wealthy
catholic family in Ireland. Due to the penal laws, Catholics were not allowed to be educated or practise their religion. Nano
was fortunate enough to be sent to France where she was well educated in both academics and her faith.
Nano, after seeing the plight of the poor, eventually set up a congregation, now known as the Presentation Sisters. They
worked by day hiding in Hedge schools, to educate Catholic children and by night they were seen with their lanterns
feeding the poor and marginalised. These brave ladies risked a lot, knowing that if they were caught they would be
punished by death and their families would lose their land.
The love, courage and compassion that these ladies share have been passed through generations and into the schools
that the Presentation Sisters opened. We, at Sacred Heart Yeppoon, are fortunate enough to be one of these schools.
This week, we had the pleasure of Sr Patricia Grundy’s wealth of knowledge for a staff professional development session.
She inspired us to reignite our flame and encouraged us to keep our lanterns burning.
This Saturday, 21st November is Presentation Day. A day where we celebrate the incredible gifts that these true heroes
have given to us. To all of the Presentation Sisters and those who continue their work, have a wonderful day and enjoy
the gifts that you share.
Dear Lord
May we have the courage to be brave, the compassion to care, the faith to believe and the love of learning. Help us to
open our hearts to welcome all and to always have a loving heart. Amen
Have a great weekend

Melissa Collins

From Our APC
This week in STEAM, our focus has been the concept of ‘paying it forward’. Within our local community, there are many
opportunities for people to ‘pay forward’ a coffee as an act of kindness. Cycling Without Age Yeppoon, is a new group of
volunteers who take our local seniors and mobility challenged for a ride on a trishaw. The life stories coming from this act
of kindness have been amazing. There are two local coffee shops who support the ‘paying it forward’ coffee for these
rides.

Our children have been learning about the ‘domino effect’ and ‘ripple effect’ in correlation with this concept. Their
challenge this week has been to create a ‘chain reaction’ using basic materials.

The rain this morning has been a welcoming sight in comparison to the 42 degree heat that met us in Blackall over the
past three days. Thank you to Mrs Thorne who has been teaching the children this week in my absence. The enthusiasm
and dedication you have brought to the classroom have been amazing.
Mrs Samantha Suthers
Reflection
Each week, we provide a link to Sr Kym’s reflection. We hope this provides some spiritual guidance.
Link to Sr Kym’s reflection
Capricorn Coast Catholic Parish
Here is the Sacred Heart Church Bulletin from this week. Stay connected and enjoy.
Link to Bulletin
Important Dates - Term 4
November
Friday 20th - Year 3A assembly at 8.40am.
Friday 20th - 2021 Prep Orientation session 9.30am - 10.30am at school.
Monday 23rd - Prep swimming block commences.
Thursday 26th - Year 4 to 6 swimming carnival at Cooee Bay pool from 9am.
Friday 27th - Prep assembly 8.40am
Monday 30th - Whole school mass in our multi-purpose area from 9.30am with Father Matthew.
Monday 30th - Year 6 End of Primary School function 6pm - 8pm in our multi-purpose area.
December
Tuesday 1st - Whole school end of year concert from 9.30am.
Tuesday 1st - Semester Two report cards available to families.
Wednesday 2nd - Prep/Year 1 and Year 2/3 swimming carnivals at Cooee Bay pool
Friday 4th - Final day of school for 2020.
Friday 4th - Whole school assembly at 8.40am.
Student Awards
Prep

Milli Campbell, Amelia Crick, Layla Hurst

Year 1

Taj Rich, Ari Carpenter, Haylen Barlow

Year 2

Kirby Kenny, Kash Komsic, Ivy Ballard, Ava Goodger, Adeline McDonald, Charlotte Solis, Alex Todd
Levi Bone, Nate Elliott

Year 3

Ashton Finch, Ruby Neagle, Jesse Ramm, Adam VanZanden Gillen, Amelia McCaul, Jorgia Hiron,
Kai Nielson

Year 5

Kurtis Ramke, Cliodhna O'Reilly, Zachary Sloper

Year 6

Jack McLean, Amelia Reid, Chelsea Finch

MJR Week 6 Recipient Photo and Week 7 Recipients

Cooper Moylan from Year 3 for always displaying a
positive attitude.
Max Willey from Year 3 for being a good friend
showing support and encouragement towards others.
Danya Cook from Year 3 for displaying great
determination and perseverance during class activities.
Adam Van Zanden Gillen from Year 3 for showing
respect, patience and calmness in class. Thank you.
Isabella Sweeney from Year 3 for showing respect,
patience and calmness in class. Thank you.
Louis Ivers from Year 2 for sharing your amazing
computer skills with your classmates when they
needed help.
Jack Rohl from Year 1 and Levi Bone from Year 2 for being very responsible with bringing in sports equipment at lunch
times this week. Well done.
Frankie Award Week 7
Indie Oram, Amelia McLean from Year 3 and Bertie Harvey from Year 2 for voluntarily picking up rubbish around our
school at lunch times. Well done.

Whole School Assemblies - Term 4
During Term 4, our whole school assemblies will be on a Friday and these will be advertised in our weekly newsletter.
Our next assembly will be held on Friday 27th November with our Preps presenting.
We are asking that only parents / carers from Year 3A attend this assembly, that you arrive at school no earlier than
8.30am, sit in an assigned chair and sign in on arrival.
Thank you.
Tuckshop Week 8
Meal Deal $6.50
Prep to Year 2 on Wednesday 25th November
Pizza roundas or nuggets and potato gems, muffin and popper.
Year 3 to 6 on Friday 27th November
Pizza roundas or ham and cheese toastie, muffin and popper. Thank you.

Prep Swimming Lessons
Next week, our Preps will be involved in their intensive swimming program as part of our school PE program. It will run
from Monday 23rd November to Friday 27th November.
All our Prep children will be involved.
The following are details in regard to this program:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Swimming lessons will be conducted by four qualified instructors at the Cooee Bay pool.
Children will be in groups of 4 to 7. (Ability groups)
Our prep teachers and assistants will be in the pool as supporting adults.
Cost is $55 for the week. (Bus transportation, entry to the pool and cost of the instructors.) This has been
included on your term 4 school fee account.
Children are to bring a sun smart shirt, thongs and towel in a separate swimming bag. Children can bring
goggles, if needed.
The children will change into their swimming gear at school. We ask that swimmers are not worn under their
uniform.
Please ensure names are clearly written on swimmers, shirts, thongs, towels, goggles and your child’s uniform.

Parents/carers of children who are unable to participate due to illness etc are asked to contact our school office.
Prep T will be leaving school at 11.50am and their lesson finishes at 12.30pm.
Prep M will be leaving school at 12.20pm and their lesson finishes at 1pm.
Prep CP will be leaving school at 12.50pm and their lesson finishes at 1.30pm.
If you have any queries, please contact Mrs Campbell, Mrs McGuire or Mrs Todd.
Parents and carers are asked not to attend these lessons. Thank you.
Looking forward to an exciting week.
Years 4 to 6 Swimming Carnival
Our Years 4-6 swimming carnival will take place on Thursday 26th November at the Cooee Bay Aquatic Centre.
All children will come to school as normal on the carnival day. Classes will be bussed to the pool with their class teacher.
The events will commence at 9:15am.
Children may wear a sun safe shirt in the colour of their sporting house. Closed in school shoes must be worn to and from
school. Children may bring thongs or sandals to wear at the pool.
Please ensure your child has their hat, water bottle and lunch packed to bring to the carnival. Our children will not be
accessing the canteen at the pool.
At the conclusion of our carnival, all our Years 4, 5 and 6 children will be returning to school by bus.
If you have any queries regarding the swimming carnival contact our school office.
Following is a timetable with approximate times for events:
8.50am
Year 4 to 6 children leave school by bus.
9.15am
100m freestyle 9-12 years
9.40am
25m freestyle 9-12 years
10.05am
50m freestyle 9-12 years
10.30am
25m breaststroke 9-12 years
10.55am
50m breaststroke 9-12 years
11.25am
25m backstroke 9-12 years
11.50am
50m backstroke 9-12 years
12.15pm
25m butterfly 9-12 years
12.40pm
50 butterfly 9-12 years
1pm
All children bussed back to school.
1.10pm
Presentation of age champions and winning house in our multi-purpose area.

Year 6 School Shirts For 2021. Message For Our Year 5 Families
As you would be aware, our Year 6s each year wear a different shirt to the rest of the school.
To ensure that your child has their Year 6 shirt prior to the start of the school year in 2021, Seaside Embroidery, Yeppoon
requests that all orders be finalised by 15th January 2021.
The shirts are $38.50 each.
Orders will only be accepted after your child has tried on the shirt as they are a smaller size than our everyday school
shirt. Payment is appreciated on ordering.
If you have any questions, contact Melinda Murphy in our office or Lee-anne at Seaside Embroidery. Thank you.
Prep Playground Update
What a difference a week makes.
Concreting is completed. We are waiting for the
sand to go into the sandpit and the shadecover to
be erected.
Hopefully our current preps will have an opportunity
to play on the new equipment before school’s end.
Fingers crossed.

Story From Year 1
On the weekend, I went to my Dad’s apartment in Mackay. It took four hours to get to Mackay.
First, I went to have a swim. After that, we went to the shops and we got some treats to have with a movie. We had
gummy bears and we had Doritos. The Doritos were in a big packet and they were the cheese ones.
Then we went to bed. In the morning, we had a swim in the pool. It was deep.
Next, we went to do some exercising. We had some electronic time then we went to the shops to get toys. I got laser tag.
My sister got some Lego. It was fun and fun.
The next day, we went down to the pool. My sister went on the bubbler to get a drink. She went back into the water and it
was a big splash.
By Ben

Mini Vinnies Christmas Appeal
Last week, we launched our Sacred Heart Mini Vinnies’ Christmas Appeal where we are asking families to donate
Christmas items (festive food, clothes, unwrapped toys and gifts) for the needy in our Yeppoon community. These can be
dropped off at school.
Each of our classes has an adopted family:
Prep M
Prep T
Prep CP
1B
1G
1R
2H
2G

Mum, Dad, Boy 13, Girl 9
Grandma, Mum, Girl 10, Girl 6, Girl 3
Dad, Mum, Boy 12, Boy 8
Mum, Dad, Boy 14, Girl 11, Boy 8
Mum, Girl 16, Girl 13
Mum, Dad, Boy 12, Boy 6, Girl 3, Girl 1
Pop, Nanna, Boy 15, Girl 12, Girl 7
Mum, Boy 11, Girl 7, Boy 3

2S
3A
3W
4S
4M
5J
5MS
5L
6E
6KS

Mum, Dad, Girl 10, Boy 6, Girl 3
Mum, Girl 13, Boy 11, Boy 7, Boy 3
Mum, Girl 10, Girl 7, Boy 3
Mum, Dad, Boy 12, Boy 8, Boy 5
Mum, Girl 6, Girl 3, Boy 2
Mum, Dad, Boy 8, Boy 5
Mum, Boy 11, Girl 6, Girl 4
Dad, Mum, Boy 9, Boy 5, Boy 3
Mum, Dad, Boy 4, Girl 2
Mum, Nanna, Boy 12, Boy 8, Girl 3

Thank you everyone for your anticipated support for these families.
Year 2 Excursion to GKI
On Wednesday, our Year 2s travelled to Great Keppel Island as part of their studies on the Great Barrier Reef. A great
day was had by all. Many thanks to Mrs and Mr Allen for the opportunity to travel on the Fast Cat and the glass bottomed
boat. Our parents: Mr Nielsen, Mr Catt, Mr Hart, Mrs Cross, Mrs Melrose and Mrs Prince, thank you for giving your time to
provide supervision.
Some of our thoughts from the day:
Playing in the ocean with the ball was great. Harley
Going on the glass bottom boat and seeing all the sea animals. Adeline
The ocean was lovely and cool. It looked very pretty. Lucy
Playing in the soft sand. I built a big hole and jumped in it. Alex
Playing with my friends on the beach. Isla

Sporting Achievements
JRT Magic netball team comprising Year 5 Sacred Heart girls: Isla Shackleton, Lily Thomasson, Caitlin Yore, Majella
Sykes, Armani Kona, Aryriana Pianta, Aria Dooley, recently competed at
the Blackwater carnival where they won their division. Well done.
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